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EQUAL PROTECTION AND RIGHTS
FOR ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY)
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of the Equality Act,
long overdue legislation to continue
the progress made under the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, the Fair Housing
Act, the Equal Opportunity Act, and
other vital laws that prohibit discrimi-
nation on the basis of race, color, reli-
gion, sex or national origin.

These civil rights laws were passed to
provide critical protections for people
who unnecessarily live in fear and were
unfairly persecuted simply because of
who they were. They were passed be-
cause the promise of America—equal
treatment under the law—was non-
negotiable. It is still nonnegotiable.

So with the Equality Act, we must
take the next step to guarantee equal
protection and rights under the law for
all, no matter who you love or your
gender identity. The Equality Act
seeks to stamp out discrimination
against the LGBTQIA community—
something that we, unfortunately, see
far too often.

Mr. Speaker, no one should face dis-
crimination in employment, housing,
education, public space, or federally
funded programs because of who they
are or who they love. I am proud to be
an ally of the LGBTQIA community
and have worked to advance these
rights and protections with groups and
individuals throughout my career in
public service, including hiring an out,
HIV positive, gay man to serve as my
first Congressional chief of staff.

In 1986, while serving on the New
York City Council, I introduced the
first bill to legally recognize same-sex
partnerships in New York State his-
tory, and I had to threaten the city of
New York to even get the bill printed.
City officials said the bill was uncon-
stitutional and could not even be print-
ed. And while we have made great
progress—the bill was printed and
passed since then—we still have work
to do.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that New
York State recently enacted legisla-
tion to repeal the ‘walking while
trans’” ban, but we must ensure that
the LGBTQIA community has these
protections and equal rights all
throughout the country. Access to
equal rights should not depend on your
ZIP Code.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to join me today in voting to pass the
Equality Act so that every American,
regardless of who they love has equal
protection under the law.

———

HONORING THE DIVINE NINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes.
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Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as Black History Month comes to an
end, I rise today to honor the organiza-
tions that have served as the training
ground for many of our Nation’s most
extraordinary leaders. These organiza-
tions have fostered and empowered
generations of bold, brilliant, and hu-
mane leaders, and they continue their
transformational work today.

Mr. Speaker, I am talking about the
Divine Nine, the historically Black fra-
ternities and sororities of the National
Pan-Hellenic Council. This past year,
they have played a pivotal role in help-
ing communities deal with the COVID
crisis, and they have also registered
many people to vote and brought many
people to the polls.

The Divine Nine organizations are:

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity founded
in 1906 at Cornell University. Their
brotherhood includes the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, and includes the
president of the National Urban
League, Marc Morial. Also, in Con-
gress, we are honored to have Congress-
men EMANUEL CLEAVER, DANNY DAVIS,
AL GREEN, GREGORY MEEKS, DAVID
SCOoTT, BOBBY ScoTT, STEVEN
HORSFORD, and Senator WARNOCK. They
are led by the honorable General Presi-
dent Dr. Willis L. Lonzer, III.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority founded
in 1908 at Howard University. Their sis-
terhood proudly boasts having civil
rights leaders, Rosa Parks and Coretta
Scott King; and, of course, their sister-
hood also includes our very own Vice
President, KAMALA HARRIS.

Members of Congress are: SHEILA
JACKSON LEE, EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON,
TERRI SEWELL, FREDERICA WILSON,
ALMA ADAMS, BONNIE WATSON COLE-
MAN, NIKEMA WILLIAMS, and LAUREN
UNDERWOOD.

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity founded
in 1911 at Indiana University. Among
their notable achievers are: Astronaut,
Dr. Bernard A. Harris, Jr.; civil rights
leader, the Reverend Ralph Abernathy;
and former congressman, the late John
Conyers.

Members of Congress include: SAN-
FORD BISHOP, ALCEE HASTINGS, BENNIE
THOMPSON, HAKEEM JEFFRIES, AL
LAWSON, and DON MCEACHIN. And they
are led by the Grand Polemarch Reu-
ben A. Shelton, and a former colleague,
Lacy Clay.

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity founded in
1911 at Howard University. They in-
clude in their ranks: Poet, playwright,
and author, Langston Hughes, and civil
rights activist and reverend, Jesse
Jackson, Jr.

House Members are: House Demo-
cratic Whip, JAMES CLYBURN of South
Carolina, HANK JOHNSON of Georgia,
and KWEISI MFUME of Maryland. Their
honorable Grand Basileus is Dr. David
Marion.

Delta Sigma Theta founded in 1913 at
Howard University. Deltas count as
their sisters, the first Black congress-
woman, Shirley Chisholm, and Dorothy
Height, president of the National Coun-
cil of Negro Women.
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Their membership in the House in-
cludes: Congresswoman MARCIA FUDGE,
YVETTE CLARKE, JOYCE BEATTY, VAL
DEMINGS, STACEY PLASKETT, LUCY
MCBATH, and BRENDA LAWRENCE. Their
honorable President is Beverly E.
Smith.

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity founded
in 1914 at Howard University. Not only
are the Sigmas the fraternity of my
husband, Dr. Nathaniel Horn, they also
include: The late, great Congressmen
John Lewis and Elijah Cummings, civil
rights pioneer and the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters, Philip Randolph,
and also record-setter, Jerry Rice, and
a current congressman, ADRIANO
ESPAILLAT. Their honorable Inter-
national President is Michael Cristal.
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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, founded in
1920, just finished celebrating their
100th year. Notable sisters include: in-
ventor Annie Turnbo Malone; Zora
Neale Hurston; the House also was hon-
ored to have the late Congresswoman
Julia Carson and former Congress-
woman Donna Edwards; and their hon-
orable president, Valerie Hollings-
worth-Baker.

Sigma Gamma Rho, my favorite so-
rority, was founded in 1922 at Butler
University. The late Congresswoman
Lindy Boggs and former Congress-
woman Corrine Brown honored this
House. Also, they join members who
are the first African-American winner
of an Academy Award, Hattie
McDaniel; the first Black woman CPA,
Mary T. Washington Wylie; and our es-
teemed grand basileus, Rasheeda S.
Liberty.

Finally, Iota Phi Theta was founded
in 1963 at Morgan State University.
Members of their crew are Spencer
Christian from ‘‘Good Morning Amer-
ica’; Terrence C. Carson, known as
“Kyle” from “‘Living Single’’; and also
our fellow colleague, Congressman
BoBBY RUSH. Their honorable grand po-
laris is Andre R. Mason.

From standing up for women’s suf-
frage, civil rights, and ending Jim
Crow to leading industries, medical ad-
vancements, and e-innovation, the Di-
vine Nine has been at the forefront of
progress, and I am so proud to be a
member.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 17
minutes a.m.), the House stood in
recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas) at
noon.
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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Test our hearts today, O God.

May the clashes we endure and the
roadblocks we encounter serve like a
crucible for silver, that in the midst of
these ordeals, You would rid us of ugli-
ness, wrongful attitudes, and hurtful
ways.

In the heat of our arguments and in
the intensity of our discussions, refine
us as a furnace does gold.

Remove from us our long-held griev-
ances and free us from our unseemly
behaviors.

Purify our thoughts of corrosive in-
tent. Then forge us, that we would be
molded and shaped to Your will and
useful to the common good.

Into Your hands, O God, we yield our
spirits and in the strength of Your
name, we offer our prayers.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 5(a)(1)(A) of House Reso-
lution 8, the Journal of the last day’s
proceedings is approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MURPHY) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

SUPPORT THE EQUALITY ACT

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I rise today on behalf of the
LGBTQ-plus community throughout
Chicagoland and Illinois in support of
the Equality Act.

While we have come a long way in
the fight for equality through the Su-
preme Court’s decisions on recognizing
the marriage of same-sex couples in
Obergefell v. Hodges, and protecting
workplace rights for the LGBTQ-plus
community in Bostock v. Clayton
County, it is time to codify protections
into law.

The Equality Act would amend the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and extend ex-
isting nondiscrimination laws to en-
sure that LGBTQ-plus individuals are
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treated equally in all facets of their
life.

In 2021, it is unconscionable that
LGBTQ-plus people continue to face
harassment and outright discrimina-
tion while attempting to access
healthcare, housing, and employment
opportunities.

It is past time that Congress pass
legislation so that all people, no mat-
ter your race, color, creed, or sexu-
ality, are treated equally under the law
in this country.

I rise as an ally in support of the
Equality Act because no one should be
discriminated against for who they
love or who they are.

CONGRATULATING THE LURAY
BULLDOGS GIRLS BASKETBALL
TEAM

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Luray Bulldogs
Girls Basketball Team who won the
Virginia Class 2 State championship
this weekend.

After falling just short to Gate City
in last year’s state title game, the
Lady Bulldogs were ready to enact
their revenge in Saturday’s rematch.

It was a nail-biter of a game as the
two teams traded leads heading into
the fourth quarter. And with just a
minute and 40 seconds remaining, the
game was tied at 54 apiece.

Following back-to-back steals and
uncontested layups by senior, Brynlee
Burrill, the Lady Bulldogs pulled ahead
by four and maintained their lead.
When all was said and done, Luray had
avenged their previous loss to Gate
City with a 61-56 victory. This win
capped off a perfect 13-0 season and was
the first State title in the program’s
history.

The team has had a remarkable 2
years, with an overall record of 42-2;
and after battling obstacles all season,
the win shows true toughness, deter-
mination, and resiliency.

Congratulations to Coach Lucas and
the entire Lady Bulldogs squad on this
incredible achievement.

———————

INVEST IN OUR COMMUNITIES AND
HELP OUR NEIGHBORS

(Ms. BROWNLEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY. Madam Speaker,
all across the country, including my
home district in Ventura County in
California, Americans continue to feel
the overwhelming burden of the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic.

I regularly hear from small busi-
nesses fighting to keep their doors
open; from parents struggling to put
food on the table after losing their
jobs; and from people who live in fear
of being evicted from their homes. It is
imperative that we invest in our com-
munities and help our neighbors now.
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With money specifically dedicated
for vaccine development and distribu-
tions, testing, the production of PPE,
more relief for small businesses, and
additional aid for the unemployed and
struggling families, passage of the
American Rescue Plan is critical to en-
suring economic recovery, getting our
kids back to school, providing relief to
small businesses and, most impor-
tantly, saving lives.

My Republican colleagues went big
when it came to massive corporate tax
cuts. It would be incomprehensible
that we nickel and dime working fami-
lies and small businesses during the
worst pandemic in over a century.

———

DEEP FLAWS OF THE DEMOCRAT
COVID BILL

(Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in opposition to
the legislation that we are scheduled to
consider on the floor tomorrow, the so-
called American Rescue Plan.

The sad truth, Madam Speaker, is
that this bill does very little to address
the real issues impacting communities
across the country. Instead, the major-
ity has elected to weaponize the rec-
onciliation process to push through a
Democrat wish-list of what are, frank-
ly, left-wing policies.

Only 9 percent of this bill actually
goes to combating COVID. But Demo-
crats have found the wisdom to insert
$5610 billion to bail out poorly run blue
States; $470 billion-plus for a policy
that we know will kill jobs; a $100 mil-
lion earmark for a rail project in the
Speaker’s district; a $1.5 million ear-
mark for a bridge to Canada for the
Senate majority leader. All the while,
there is still $1 trillion in unspent
funds from previous COVID packages.

Madam Speaker, these are just a few
of the many deep flaws in the Demo-
crat COVID bill, and I am grateful so
many of my colleagues are coming for-
ward to help highlight the short-
comings of this bill, and how we should
move forward to best serve the Amer-
ican people.

I urge everyone to oppose this mon-
strosity.

———

DELIVERING ON PROMISED COVID-
19 RELIEF

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker,
in December, this House passed a
COVID-19 relief compromise, during
which time we pledged to the American
people that we would do more. Now is
the time for us to deliver on that prom-
ise.

The American Rescue Plan is that
promise delivered. It is something that
enables us to put people back to work;
put kids back in schools; to put $1,400
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